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From acid attack
victims to children
studying in unsafe
government school
buildings, H C Arora’s
200 PILs have changed
thousands of lives,
reports Ajay Sura

he acid attack victims contin-
ued to face society’s wrath,
tainted cops continued to be in
service, children were forced to
study in unsafe buildings in
government schools... With the system
consistently failing to take timely action
on issues related to women, education,
law and order in the region, it was the
public interest litigations (PILs) filed by
Chandigarh-based lawyer H C Arora that
offered some hope to people from Punjab
and Haryana that not everything was lost.
Nearly 200 PILs filed by Arora on
various social issues have led the two
states of Haryana and Punjab and UT
Chandigarh to change or formulate poli-
cies.
Taking up the issues raised by Arora,
the judiciary—often anguished and an-
gered over the sorry state of affairs in the
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THE PIL MAN:: Arora’s activism hasn’t just
been limited to issues that received
media attention. He has also been
instrumental in throwing light on issues
that no one gave a thought to

region—gave several important direc-
tions.

Talking to TOIL, Arora says that even
as the incidents of acid attack on girls
were on a rise, a glaring lack of provi-
sions to take care of them. His PIL forced
the governments to wake up from their
deep slumber and apolicy was framed for
their rehabilitation this year.

Similarly, when he saw the sentence

Balish Ahuja

of a large number of convicts in crimes
against women, including rape, being
remitted by states, he filed a PIL before

Arora recently penned ‘Jang Jari Hai’,
a book containing poems on
various issues concerning social evils
such as dowry, rape, drug- addiction,
liquor vends, pittance in the name of
pension to blind persons, falling
standards of primary education,
scarcity of clean drinking water in
schools, increasing menace of vulgar
songs, cancer, politics in the name of
homage to martyrs, and falling
standards of politics. The book was
released by Inderjeet Kaur, an acid
attack victim from Morinda, who had
lost vision in both her eyes after an
acid attack. Kaur is now working with
an Australia-based radio. “I had tried to
commit suicide when two lawyers
ditched me and joined hands with the
opposite party. It was only advocate H
C Arora who helped not just me get
justice, but several others like me,”
says Inderjeet Kaur

the HC, which led the states to delete pro-
visions for remission in the sentence of
such convicts. He also succeeded in de-
priving the murder and rape convicts of
the B-class facility in various jails in Pun-
jab, Haryana and Chandigarh.

Arora’s activism hasn’tjust been lim-
ited to issues that received media atten-
tion. Government schools, where chil-
dren were being forced to study in unsafe
buildings and girls were facing harass-
ment every day for want of separate toi-

No PIL 's bitter for him

THE CRUSADER POET

lets, moved him. His PIL in the former
ordered demolition of all such schools in
Punjab; in the latter, the state government
was told to provide facility of separate
toilets for girls in all of its schools.

However, according to Arora, also
known as the PIL man in the region, the
most important public interest litigation
was dismissal of alarge number of Pun-
jab police cops, including four DSPs. They
were removed from service on the basis
of his PIL questioning their continuance
of service despite conviction in cases. He
had to undergo huge pressure during the
course of the hearing of the PIL and the
high court had ordered to provide secu-
rity to Aroraduring his movement in the
state of Punjab following this.

Another of his famous cases involves
getting the ancestral house of martyr
Sukhdev declared as a protected monu-
ment by the Punjab government.

Arora’s foray into the PILs began in
2005 with the enactment of RTT Act. The
Act turned out to be a potent tool for him
and he secured crucial data needed for
filing PILs. Arora says one PIL calls for a
lot of research.

It includes procuring photographs,
data and relevant matter to convince the
judiciary about the issue. His first PIL
was about pendency of criminal cases
against government officials due to delay
in granting of prosecution sanction by
Punjab. It had forced the state to
grant sanctions for prosecution in
hundreds of cases.

And that was just a beginning.

FROM PIL TO POLICY

PIL | Rehabilitation and compensation for
acid attack victims

» Impact | Free treatment to victims | Com-
pensation up to Rs 3 lakh | Monthly financial
assistance upto Rs 5000 | Preference in the
allotment of fair price shops

PIL | Remission of sentence to convicts of
crime against women, including rapists

» Impact | Both the states quashed
the clause

PIL | B-class facility for murder and rape
convicts in jails in Punjab, Haryana and
Chandigarh

» Impact | Government withdraws all
such facilities

PIL | Unsafe school buildings in Punjab
and no separate toilet for girl students

» Impact | HC ordered to demolish all
unsafe schools and to provide the facility of
a separate toilet for the girls in each govern-
ment school

PIL | Condition of underground water
level in Punjab

» Impact | State government had to stop
the use of underground water in
construction work and it was directed that
such construction shall only be done by
using the water treated by sewerage
treatment plants

PIL | Seeking policy for protection of
whistleblowers

» Impact | Haryana and Punjab framed poli-
cies to protect whistleblowers

PIL | Transparency in functioning of
government

» Impact | Punjab and Haryana directed to
put all their enactments and rules on their
official websites

25 years of the great
Himalayan hoax

Sarika.Sharma@timesgroup.com

rof Viswa Jit Gupta discon-
nects the phone saying he is
not available to talk on his
research on Himalayan fos-
sils. The celebrated discovery of
Himalayan rock fossils, which was
considered by many as one of the
biggest scientific breakthrough,
until, of course, it turned out to be
the biggest scientific hoax in the
history of Indian academics
and was dubbed by world me-
dia as the second biggest *
fraud in the history of sci-
ence since the ‘Piltdown man
hoax’ of 1912. Afraud that went
undetected for 25 years until an Aus-
tralian scientist John A Talent ex-
posed him in 1989 with a three-page
commentary that appeared in top
scientific journal, Nature; the very
journal that published Gupta’s
breakthrough research in 1964.
After superannuating from Pan-
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HOAX STORY: Himalayas, where the
fossil hoax perpetrated

jab University in 2002 from the posi-
tion of professor, Gupta leads a life
in oblivion in Panchkula. People
close to him tell that he avoids public
functions. Funerals are the only oc-
casion where he is seen. Besides
that, the only bridge between him
and the old academic circle are a few
books on environment published by
not-so-known publication houses
across the last few years.

Did the Gupta affair bring more
professionalism into publishing of
papers? Well, even as the Gupta case
was a burning issue, Talent—who
had eventually turned the tables on
Gupta with his 1989 article called
“The case of the peripatetic fossils’
published in Nature—says that a
messy case perpetrated by some
mathematicians from Varanasi
came up. They had plagiarized the
work of an Indian mathematician
domiciled in the USA. In the recent
times, cases of plagiarism have been
reported at several major research
institutes in Chandigarh.

Som Shah, who recently au-
thored a book on the fossil hoax,
says that in the long run, there was

The Man Who
Unearthed The Hoax

n an email interview with TOI, John A
Talent—now emeritus professor of
Earth and Planetary Sciences,
Macquarie University, Sydney says he
was aware that Gupta's “research”
was “appallingly shoddy” back in the
1960s, but viewed this as an Indian
problem and felt that it should
» be addressed by Indian
geologists. However, in July
1971, Talent stood with a
flock of Australian and Indian
geologists (including Prof
Som Shah) on the site of
possibly the most amazing of

Gupta's discoveries conceming
beautifully preserved small fossils with
the appearance of tiny hacksaw
blades, known as graptolites. He and
his colleagues later identified them as
having come from Burma. Talent, who
has studied ancient life forms for more
than five decades, said that some of
the fossils that Gupta had quoted were
so distinct that they could have never
come from the Himalayas. In 1989, he
published the paper on the research
and all hell broke loose

Why The Biggest Fraud

ature had, 25 years ago, said that

Gupta’s “findings’ "will casta
longer shadow" than the Piltdown
affair in Britain. In the Piltdown man
case a single skull had been passed of
as the fossilized remains of a
previously unknown early human.
That case, the journal noted, involved
only one skull. But Gupta’s case
involved numerous scientific reports

a realization that Indian scientists
had really been fooled because of
the ‘chalta hai’ attitude. “The edito-
rial policies which were somewhat
lackadaisical and name based be-
came more stringent. There was
more accountability from scientists
by the funding agencies. Moreover,
there has been a clear understand-
ing that fraud does not pay;” says he.

Now, there is alsoan NGO named
Society of Scientific Values (SSV)
comprising senior scientists that
aims to check frauds. “But it has no
teeth. We need to strengthen it and
similar agencies through legislation
if possible. Fraud in science is a
global phenomenon. In fact, the
fraud in Indian Science is compara-
tively very small. Our only problem,
unlike western countries, is that we
have no organized mechanism of
detecting frauds and expunging
them,” says Shah.

The 1947 Partition Archive held the first-ever screening of the footage of survivors’ interviews,
followed by witnesses sharing their stories with the audience in the United States on Thursday

Capturing a past fading fast

Amit.Arora@timesgroup.com

apu Sindhne pachad kem
padya cho? (Bapu, why are
you after Sindh?),” Radhika
Kishin Chehnani—who as
alittle girl asked this of Mahatma
Gandhi when she heard that the
region may be divided into two
— passed away last month. Of the
14 million people displaced by the
cutting up of the subcontinent
when the British left hastily,
Chehnani was among the 1,500
survivors whose stories are now
partof the 1947 Partition Archive.
Many of these 1,500 people are no
more with us, says Guneeta Singh
Bhalla, the founder director of the
Archive, a non-profit body.

On Thursday, 1947 Partition
Archive held thefirst ever screen-
ing of the crowdsourced footage,
followed by witnesses sharing
their stories in the Berkeley Sky-
deck, Berkeley, California, US.
The ticketed event was attended
by less than 150, for want of space,
and lasted much beyond the
scheduled two hours as people
stayed back talking about their
own experiences.

Guneeta could not have been
more satisfied with the outcome
of her efforts that started four
years back when she began re-
cording video interviews with
elder partition witnesses through-
out the San Francisco Bay Area.

Haunted by the fact that she
could not keep a record of her
grandmother’s memories of flee-
ing Pakistan during the partition,
she did not hesitate long before
giving up her career to focus on
the project. Guneeta holds a doc-
torate degree in quantum physics
and California University, where
she was working, supported the
initiative through its start-up ac-
celerator programme.

“I told myself that puzzles of
the universe have remained un-
solved for billions of years, while
life is passing away right now,”
she told TOI. “Also, the project
was growing very fast.”

The target, she says, is to collect
10,000 life stories by the 2017 and
the sense of urgency reigns su-
preme. Simply because people who
were children in 1947 are now in
their seventies and eighties, con-
stantly leaving their tales untold,
except may be to couple of their
relatives.

The challenges before Guneeta,
though not daunting she says, are
many. “We will not be able to make
available full videos of the inter-
views with survivors for another
two years. We need infrastructure
to be able to upload and stream
them. Most importantly, even
though these are just life stories
from all sides of the borders with-
out any political or religious hue,
we have to develop an ethical
framework to be followed while
making the footage accessible.”

Then there is question of resourc-
es. “We could not hold a screening
earlier as we did not have resources
and could not have handled the atten-

tion. Next two months will be
spentraising funds,” she
adds. However,
government
funding is
not an option
that the Ar-
chive team is
willing to con-
sider.
Meanwhile,
Guneeta is prepar-
ing for another ‘Sto-
ries of Survival’ event.
This time at Habitat
Centre in New Delhion .
November 22. “We will
see how Delhi audience
reacts,” she says, add-
ing that she is not be-
ing nervous as this is
something she in-
tends to continue do-
ing. B\
So, what’s future
hiding for the records of
the past? “If Archive grows
big, we can expand it to other
influential events across the
world,” Guneeta says. For her too,
the inspiration for the project
came during a research trip to
Japan, when she visited the Peace

Photo courtesy: 1947 Partition Archive

AS TIME SLIPS: Haunted by the fact
that she could not keep a record of
her grandmother’s memories of
fleeing Pakistan during the
partition, Guneet gave up her
career as a physicist to
focus on the project

I told myself that
puzzles of the
universe have remained
unsolved for billions

of years, while life is
passing away right now
— Guneeta Singh Bhalla

Memorial in Hiroshima built to
commemorate victims of the
atomic bomb and listened to the
oral testimonies.

For Guneeta, the idea behind
letting people know their history
is to engender trust. And she is
getting there. Anyone who listens
to Shane Ali, 73 —even at the time
when the relationship between
India and Pakistan is marred by
hostilities at the border — is sure
to repose more faith in human be-
ings. Ali was orphaned by the
Partition and had to move from
the Ludhiana to Lahore. In his
interview, he recounts learning to
forgive after watching a man
shoot his mother and brother. “I
forgive... the evil people who killed
my family,” he says. “My own
thinking is, just love everyone,

hate no one."

Punjab diaspora rides on a

Online internet radios catering to
Punjabis abroad are being operated

from across the state

Amaninder.Sharma
@timesgroup.com

unjab and Punjabis are going
global once again, this time
through World Web Radios.
Here, a 26-year-old youth sit-
ting in a Sangrur village conducts
radio programmes for Punjabi lis-
teners settled abroad and another
conducts talk shows on issues of
Punjabi diaspora from a rented ac-
commodation in Ludhiana.
Moving beyond the craze of so-
cial networking sites like Facebook
and Twitter, dozens of Punjabi
youth have launched their internet
radios from small towns and vil-
lages of Punjab, which cater tolakhs

of Punjabis listeners settled in
North America, Europe and Aus-
tralia.

Punjabi online internet radios,
as they are known today, being oper-
ated from one-room accommoda-
tions located not only in towns like
Sunam, Sangrur, Patiala, but even
in villages like Puhla, Bhadaur and
Mehal Kalan.

There are at least eight such on-
line radios, some of whom were
launched as recently as last month.
Popularity of such radios can be
gauged from the fact that listener-
ship of some of these radios is as
high as 30,000.

“Internet radio is a new para-
digm in the field of journalism. Sit-

new radio wave, the world wide web

SAT SRI AKAL, PEOPLE: The online radios are being run from one-room studios

ting in Punjab, our anchors produce
programmes and discussions based
on issues of Punjabis settled across
the globe. Such radios are growing

popular as most of the listeners re-
siding abroad have samrtphones
and internet access. Moreover, these
are different from conventional FM

PUNJABI ONLINE
RADIOS

Harman Radio | Patiala

Rabta Radio | Sangrur

Dhol Radio | Mehal Kalan (Sangrur)

Lok Sanjh Radio | Bhadaur

Voice of Khalsa | Chandigarh

Chann Pardesi

Radio Punjab Today | Bathinda

radios. Anybody who has calibre
andresources can launch his or her
own radio sitting anywhere in the
world,” said Harpreet Singh Kahlon,
creative director at Patiala-based
Harman Radio, which is one of the
most popular radios in Australia.

Those associated with such ra-
dios reveal that online radios are
successors of phone radios and en-
able a programmer to connect with
3,000-4,000 phone users at one time.

“In these countries, telecom com-
panies provide a facility where you
can connect with around 4,000listen-
ers through your phone atone go.In
the early years of the last decade,
operators of famousradio, ‘Dil Apna
Punjabi’, exploited this technique
tolaunch radio their own station.
They took four-five such phones
onrentand reached 10,000 listen-
ers. Now, the advent of high-speed
internet has paved the way for in-
troduction of online radios,” said
Moga resident Tarandeep Deol, who
was a member of the launch team
of Sangrur-based Rabta Radio.

“Every such radio has its own
apps and websites. Those using
smartphones can listen to any such
radios by using these applications,”
Deol added.

How to go about
opening an online
radio station

hivinder Singh, who is working
with three radio stations in
United States said all you need is
a voice-proof room, fast internet
connection and a team of three-
four youths to run radio
programmes for 8-10
hours a day. “Such
radios also require a
website developer and
a manager to manage
and update radio
websites and applications.
Rest depends on how you make
your radio popular among
listeners abroad. Good
advertisement skills, content and
revenue generation are important
aspects and require a lot of
improvement when it comes to
online Punjabi radios,” he says.




